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“The Perils of Familiarity”      Text – Mark 6:1-6a       Readings – Luke 4:16-30

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
There is a famous French author and philosopher and politician named Montaigne.  And at home he was known as a scribbler, in the neighbouring town as a man of recognized business ability, and further away as a gifted author.  He said, The greater the distance away from home, the greater I become.
And the familiarity that can breed contempt is also what we see in this passage, isn’t it.  The people of His home town, it seems, do not like Jesus.
And we saw this also in the passage we read from earlier from Luke 4.  Now, some say Luke 4 and Mark 6 describe the same event, told in different ways.  But the fact that Luke records his account as part of the early events of Jesus’ time in Galilee and the fact that when you place the two accounts beside each other there are just so many differences suggests that these are similar but separate events.  
And if that is the case, between 9 months and a year have gone by between them.  And much has happened since then.  
· Jesus has called 12 men to be His disciples.   

· He has been denounced by the leaders of the Jews.  
· He has spoken the kingdom parables.  
· He has calmed the storm.  
· He has healed the demoniac.  
· He has healed the woman who had a 12 year bleeding problem and raised to life the daughter of Jairus who had died.  
· And He has healed many others during this time as well.  
But perhaps you remember also what we have seen about Jesus’ own family?  In 3:21, we read that in their view, “He [was] out of His mind.”   And when we considered that passage, we noted these words from John 7:5, “Even His own brothers did not believe in Him.”

And so, as Jesus returns now to His hometown, Nazareth, His first visit there, His ‘family dynamics,’ the incredible miracles that He has been performing, and the fact that He is now a full-fledged Rabbi, with 12 disciples, are all a part of the background to the events that unfold in this passage.  

And as we look at this interaction between Jesus and these people, may the Spirit of the Lord help us to see what this passage reveals about Jesus and about ourselves.
1. Well, as we have already noted, there is history at play here.  Jesus grew up in Nazareth.  It was His home town.  And nine months to a year ago, the people there were so upset with Jesus and what He had said in the synagogue, that they took Him to a hill in an attempt to throw Him off the cliff and kill Him!  But Jesus, we are told, “walked right through the crowd and went on His way.”  
a. And do you remember what made them so furious?  Having been ordered to perform miracles, Jesus used the same proverb that He uses here about no prophet being welcome in His home town and He then compared Himself with Elijah and Elisha and the people of Nazareth as less worthy of God’s grace than two Gentiles from OT stories!  So they were furious with Him and tried to kill Him.  But a lot has happened since then, as we have said.  And now Jesus is back and as the Sabbath rolls around, He begins to teach in the synagogue.
2. And we are told that “many who heard Him were amazed.”  And the Greek word translated as amazed is literally ‘knocked out!’  They were astonished/floored/stunned!  
a. A good number of you, I expect, will know of the website Sermonaudio.com?  It has usually very reliable sermons on every part of the Bible and every topic you can imagine.  In fact, it has 862,000 sermons available at present.  And I am frequently blessed by the sermons I listen to on SermonAudio.  Well, I would pay pretty much any amount to be able to listen to a sermon preached by Jesus, Himself!  It’s fanciful and rather pointless, I know, but I sometimes wish that MP3 recorders had been around back then!  So I could download the sermons of Jesus and listen to what He said in the synagogue of Nazareth or as He walked on the road to Emmaus with Cleopas and His friend.  Wouldn’t you like to slip on some headphones and listen to the preaching of Jesus, Himself?  
b. But it’s quite striking, isn’t it, for our text makes clear that not even the preaching of Jesus Himself convinced everyone who heard Him.  
i. And this ought not surprise us.  You boys and girls will remember the story of the Israelites who walked through the Red Sea on dry land and then saw the Egyptian army drowned in that same sea, all with the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire at night going before them, right?  And they immediately sang a song about this amazing deliverance.  And then? Well, at the end of that same chapter; not the next chapter, mind you, but the end of the same chapter, they complain about not having enough water.  Unbelief is so powerful!

ii. And we see that in our text also as those who heard the most perfect preacher that ever preached responded with unbelief.  It’s staggering, isn’t it.
iii. But people of God, before we look too far down our noses at these people, if you look in your heart and I look in mine, I think we both know that even if we were to hear the preaching of Jesus, Himself, we would still, at times, find sin too attractive to resist.  Yes?   
c. Well, before we move on, one more quick question: Can we hear the voice of Jesus today?  
i. Well, we cannot hear the recorded voice of Jesus.  That’s true.  But by God’s design, we do hear the voice of Jesus as Scripture is read and faithfully preached.  
A. Romans 10 talks about preaching as how people come to confess Christ and be saved.  And in v14, it asks, “And how can they believe in the one whom they have not heard?”  or paraphrased, How can they believe in Jesus if they do not hear Jesus speak?
1) It is Jesus Himself who speaks though preaching that is faithful to Scripture.  
2) Now, if you are finding that hard to grasp as you think about the sermons you have heard preached, remember 2 Corinthians 4.  For there Paul talks about the preaching of Jesus Christ as Lord.  And he speaks about it in this way:  He says, “We have this treasure in jars of clay.”  Very ordinary men get up before us and open God’s word with us.  But from them, jars of clay, we receive treasure as the Word of Jesus comes to us by the power of the Spirit of Jesus.  
3) But yes, we can hear the voice of Jesus today.
3. But as we return to this moment in Nazareth, the people were amazed at Jesus’ teaching.  But amazement at the preaching of Jesus was not enough.  Being astonished with the preaching of Jesus was not the same as believing in Jesus.  And the tone changes quickly to one of interrogation and derision or mocking.  
a. And their words amount to: Who do you think you are, Jesus?  
i. We know you haven’t sat under the feet of one of the great Rabbis, which was the standard way to become a Rabbi yourself, in those times.  
A. And in our days, it would be the equivalent of saying, You haven’t been to a recognized seminary, Jesus.  We don’t see a MDiv or a BTh hanging on your wall!  
ii. But they continue: We know you are just a carpenter – good with your hands/a simple tradesman (no offense to the builders among us ().  There is no university in your background, Jesus.  We know that.  
iii. And the reference to Him being “Mary’s son” is most likely a derogatory slur.  A bit of a cheap insult.
A. In the earlier Luke 4 episode, Jesus was “Joseph’s son.” But even though Joseph, Mary’s husband, was probably dead by now, which is what most commentators believe; Jesus would still have been referred to as Joseph’s son in those times.  
B. So this reference to Him being “Mary’s son” suggests that there were at least some questions floating around about the circumstances of Jesus’ birth, even if the precise details were not known.  
1) And it’s just a guess, but given what we have learned about Jesus’ brothers not believing in Him and thinking He is out of His mind, and given that they don’t seem to be there in the synagogue, while His sisters are, there is every possibility that His own brothers have let it be known that there is something ‘dodgy’ about the birth of Jesus.  
a) You boys and girls will know just how nasty brothers and sisters can be toward one another and about one another when there is friction.  Have you ever been hurt because some embarrassing thing or some sin that you have done somehow becomes public knowledge, and the only people who knew about it were your brother or sister!  Another child says to you, “You wet your bed!”  And you know how they know.  And it hurts, deeply.
2) Well, however it has become public knowledge, a most beautiful and essential part of our salvation – the incarnation of Jesus – His being conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary – His taking a human nature to His divine nature in this most marvelous and miraculous way, has become the subject of a cheap insult.  And this too is another part of the humiliation of our Saviour.
4. And the insult and their familiarity with who Jesus is meant that the people “took offense at Him.”  And the Greek word here is scandalidzo.  They were scandalized!  They found Him a stumbling block.
5. And so, Jesus repeats the proverb or truism that states that the only place on earth that you can pretty much guarantee that a prophet will not be honoured is at home.  
a. And again, you and I know how this works, right?  

i. The people in the neighbouring church would like you to come and speak to a class of young men about being an elder, the people in your own church know what you were like when you were in cadets together back in 1963 and can’t understand why you keep getting nominated!

ii. You move to a new city and a new church and are asked to be a Sunday school teacher 6 weeks later, when you were not asked to do this once in the 36 years you were back at your previous church.
A. Familiarity can breed contempt.  We know this is true.  We have probably felt it.
b. But notice the clearest implication of what Jesus says here.  For with these words He reveals Himself to be a PROPHET.  A prophet is without honour – I am without honour – ergo – I am a prophet!  
i. In the Luke 4 episode that we read earlier, Jesus read from Isaiah 61 and then explained that He was the fulfillment of Isaiah 61 – He said that He was the one who had come “to bind the brokenhearted… to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for prisoners… to comfort all who mourn … to provide the oil of gladness instead of mourning … to release the oppressed.”  
ii. The Q/A of the Heidelberg Catechism that we read earlier looked at the meaning of the title ‘Christ’ that was given to Jesus.  And ‘Christ’ means ‘anointed.’  And the answer says, Jesus has been anointed “to be our chief prophet and teacher who perfectly reveals to us the secret counsel and will of God for our deliverance.”  
A. Well, Jesus was doing that here in Nazareth, just as He had done some months back.  He opened up page after page of the OT and explained how it all pointed to Him and how He fulfilled all the demands and ceremonies of the OT.  
B. And He speaks as the prophet to you and me, today, also.  A little later on in Mark 10:39, we read,  “The Son of Man … came to … serve and to give His life as a ransom for many.”  
1) The curse of sin brings broken-heartedness and captivity and darkness and imprisonment and mourning and oppression.  
a) In this life, it brings misery and guilt and cancer and tears and funerals, as we have witnessed this week.  
b) And if not dealt with, it will bring, in the next life, the unceasing and all pervading gaze of God’s wrath and condemnation and utter hatred.  
2) But Jesus came to give His life as a ransom for many – to bring freedom and release and comfort and gladness. 
c. And the people of Jesus’ home town heard the good news, from Jesus, but their familiarity with Him became their excuse for unbelief and disobedience.  Not you, Jesus!  No way!
d. Now, you don’t get to hear from Jesus, Himself, physically.  You get to hear Him through a ‘jar of clay.’  So this ‘jar of clay’ must ask you this question today: Could it be that your familiarity with this ‘jar of clay,’ with his weaknesses and idiosyncracies, which you now know well, get in the way of hearing Jesus and responding with faith and obedience?  Maybe its his ‘preaching style,’ or maybe its dress sense (or lack of it), maybe its tone of voice, maybe its what he did do or didn’t do during the week, maybe its how a bulletin note was phrased in the pastoral notes, or maybe its something someone told you during the week about him that has coloured your impression of him.  But you are struggling now to hear the voice of Jesus.
i. Now please don’t take this as an exercise in self pity or self promotion on my part.  Because next week or next month or next year, there will be another ‘jar of clay’ in this pulpit – an elder doing a reading service, or a visiting minister.  Or you may move towns and have a new ‘jar of clay’ in the pulpit from Lord’s day to Lord’s Day.  
A. But who do you come to church to listen to?  
1) Do you pray before you get here that Jesus might reveal Himself to you in the Word and by His Spirit, in the Bible readings, in the prayers, in the songs, and in the preaching?  
2) That even if the Bible is not read with perfect fluency and in a monotone, that still you might hear the voice of your Saviour?  
3) And that even if the songs were not the ones you would have picked, personally, and the organist gets a note wrong here and there, and the person next to you sings tenor and bass in the same stanza, it seems (, still Jesus might reveal Himself and His truth and be glad to receive your praise?  
4) And that if the sermon seems long or to skip over something that strikes you as important and/or some of the other things I mentioned earlier about the one who is preaching are true, still you are able to say Amen – It is true!  Jesus is my priceless treasure.  Jesus demands my all and I desire to give it to Him.  The victory belongs to Jesus.  I have sinned but my sins are forgiven in Jesus.  All glory be to God for salvation in Jesus Christ in all of its vast richness!
5) Is that your prayer?  Is that how you listen?  Does that describe your work in worship?  For it is so very worth the effort!
But even more importantly than all that, before we close, let me also ask you this: Is it possible, do you think, that familiarity with Jesus is getting in the way of your faith and obedience?
Could it be that hearing that Jesus shall return to earth, soon, but seeing the sun come up, day after day after day, or that the oft-heard message of forgiveness of sins in Jesus has led you to put off believing and obeying?  I can get serious about Jesus, later?  I’ve got time to enjoy this life and all it has to offer.  I seem to be ‘getting away’ with my sins; there hasn’t been any thunderbolt from the sky despite the fact that Jesus says a lot about holiness and judgment.  So I can wait, till tomorrow, perhaps?
Well, our text concludes by telling us that few miracles were done there because the healing power of Jesus is always linked with faith and there was little faith there, as we see in v6.  And Jesus “was amazed at their lack of faith.”  
He was divine, yes, but He was also fully human.  He looks around at humans whose lives are so very weak and short and beset by trouble, as was His life, for these are the general consequences of sin that pressed down on Him also.  But He sees humans whose lives were also mired in their own sin, which His was not.

And He comes to them with good news; the greatest news: Look at what your Scriptures say about Messiah.  I am He!  I have come to comfort and bind and redeem and set free.  Just believe in me; trust in me.  And He says this while preparing to go to the cross and to “give Himself as a ransom for many.”  But they would not believe.  And He was amazed.
In Luke 7, we read about Jesus’ encounter with a Roman centurion; a Gentile, no less.  And the centurion wanted Jesus to heal his servant.  And as Jesus prepared to go with the centurion to the sick man, the centurion said, “I don’t deserve to have you come under my roof … But say the word, and my servant will be healed.”  He knew, you see, He believed in the power of Jesus to heal.  And we read, “Jesus was amazed at Him,” and His great faith.
So what is it about you that amazes Jesus, today?  Is it your lack of faith or your great faith?  And can you see that the answer to that question is not about you, but about Jesus!  He is the Saviour!  He is the Lord.  And your faith is great only if you know Him, believe Him, trust Him, and love Him as your Saviour and Lord.  
May He be amazed at all of us for great faith.  Amen.
